
ORDER NO. 3 OF THE DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERVICES (HALF MOON BAY CITY MANAGER) 
DIRECTING TEMPORARY BEACH CLOSURES TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 AND 
PROTECT EVACUATION ROUTES RELATED TO THE CZU LIGHTNING COMPLEX FIRE FROM 

SUNRISE ON AUGUST 29, 2020 THROUGH SUNRISE ON AUGUST 31, 2020 

WHEREAS, Section 2.25.060.A.1 of the Half Moon Bay Municipal Code empowers 
the Director of Emergency Services to request the City Council to proclaim the existence or 
threatened existence of a local emergency if the City Council is in session; 

WHEREAS, HMB Municipal Code Section 2.25.060.A.6.a states that the Director 
of Emergency Services shall have the power during a proclaimed emergency to make and issue 
rules and regulations on matters reasonably related to the protection of life and property as 
affected by such emergency, provided that such rules and regulations are confirmed at the 
earliest practicable time by the City Council; 

WHEREAS on March 16, 2020, the County of San Mateo Health Officer ordered a 
shelter in place order, which was extended and revised on March 31, 2020, April 29, 2020, May 
15, 2020, May 29, 2020, and June 4, 2020; 

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the City Council adopted Resolution No. C-2020-
16 proclaiming that a local emergency now exists throughout Half Moon Bay as a result of the 
threat of the novel coronavirus (named “COVID-19” by the World Health Organization); 

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, the Governor of the State of California issued 
Executive Order N-33-20, ordering all individuals in the State of California to stay home or at 
their place of residence, except as outlined by the California Department of Public Health, 
during the COVID-19 pandemic for the preservation of public health and safety throughout 
California and to ensure that the healthcare delivery system is capable of serving all, including 
those at higher risk and the most vulnerable;  

WHEREAS, the County of San Mateo Health Officer, on June 17, 2020, rescinded 
the Shelter in Place Order but required the continued practice of Social Distancing and Face 
Covering Requirements;  

WHEREAS, San Mateo County and other Bay Area counties continue to 
experience an increase in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations;  

WHEREAS, there have been surges of visitors to Half Moon Bay beaches 
throughout the summer, some of whom are ignoring face covering and social distancing 
regulations; 

WHEREAS, large public gatherings present an especially high risk for the 
community transmission of COVID-19, and the nature of such gatherings make observation and 
enforcement of required social distancing measures impractical and ineffective; 








